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Lucrezia Borgia, and Alfonso, the eldest son of the Duke of
Ferrara.

In 1502 Caesar Boigia, who as the result of various crimes
had now become "Duke of Valentino, Duke of Urbino, Duke
of Romagna, Prince of Andria, and Lord of Piombino," in-
formed Florence that her government did not please him,
and that she had better amend it. The Signoria, relying on
Louis XII's approaching return to Italy, ordered its envoys
to temporise, and other events called off Csesai Borgia for
a time from attacking Florence. He, however, informed her
government significantly that the French King would not
be always in Italy

In 1503 Louis XII advanced again into Italy to prosecute
his war with Spain foi the possession of Naples, but the
campaign turned out adversely for the French. This would
undoubtedly have brought Caesar Borgia again upon Florence,
but just as this juncture Pope Alexander VI suddenly died,
Caesar Borgia being at the same time taken dangerously ill.21
Caesar Borgia after some time recoveied, but only to find
all his power broken through the death of the Pope. The
various states which he had usurped at once reverted to their
original rulers, and Caesar Borgia was eventually arrested
by the commander of the Spanish forces in southern Italy,
Gonsalvo, and sent as a prisoner to Spain, where four years
later he was killed while fighting for the King of Navarre.

In December 1503 the French army in southern Italy
sustained a crushing defeat at a battle which took place on
the river Garigliano; it managed to retreat in great disorder
to Gaeta, but was there forced to capitulate, and to agree to
return to France.22 This brought the three years' war in
southern Italy between France and Spain to an end, and
Naples and Sicily were annexed by Ferdinand of Spain to
the Spanish Crown and placed in charge of a Viceroy. It was
in the above battle that Pietro the Unfortunate lost his life;
whereby his next brother, Cardinal Giovanni, became head
of the Medici family.